Swiss Flexible—-Head Razor Cancelers

TIPS,/ Ths exibit llustrates the story o flexibl-hesc otating date-whee cancelers
invented by pet (

Scope of Exhibit

In 1866 Giller & Cie made the first rotating date-wheel cancelers for Swiss Post, Telephone, and Telegraph
(PTT). Twenty-three years later in 1889 de Coppet patented his first flexible-head mechanism combining the two
technologies. His patent described the most significant canceler design in the history of the Swiss PTT.

De Coppet demonstrated a working model of his invention to the PTT in 1889, but it took another nine years
before administrators agreed to conduct extensive tests. The eleven District Post Offices (DPO) participating in
the tests received their first experimental devices in October 1898. The test period continued for four and one half
years until April 1903, when the PTT signed a contract with de Coppet adopting his patented design. Gilller & Cie
was chosen to make the devices since the company had an ongoing contiact to make all Swiss postal canceers

oppet’sinvention.

31 December 1907 Aarau was the first office to stop the use of its razor canceler. Within five years, six of
twelve other offices had discontinued using razor cancelers. By 1918 thirty-five of the forty-seven devices had
disappeared from service, five survived after 1930.

PTT until 1964, a pos
be m(arpora!ed into each canceler. Gier was unable to produce o wihin the ne(esszry time fimits. Put out m
bid,
blockof rabber thus ending a 60 year collaboration between Frederic de Coppet, Giller & Cie, and the Swiss PT[.

Exhibit Organization
itis rder in which were issued. Itis not
be a catalogue ofthe 47 diffrent cancelers used at the twelve post offices, though 102 of 130
st outgoing/incoming/forvarding combination are exhibited. (Eleven uses are not known) tems have
been chosen demonstrating interesting destinations, rates, of Swiss mail handii d afte
the official test period of 1898-1903.

Exhibit Examples

Lausanne 0.02, 6. X.89 card, one of thirteen on cover.  Lausanne 7.01a, 7..03, <3 known forwarding uses.

Geneve 6,01, 9.9, one of 2 known transit uses. Bellinzona 3.03, 4.X.07, only known forwarding use.
Bellinzona 3.01, 3.V1199, only known transit use. StGallen 10.03, 24.VIL08, 1 of 2 known transit uses
Lausanne 7.01, 7100, <5 known forwarding uses.  Genéve 6.02, 9X.08, <5 forwarding uses.

Bern 4,02, 10.1X.00, first day of use. Zurich Fahrpost 11.06, 15 V.09, <5 receiver uses.

Aarau 102, 2VIL02, earlest known use. Lausanne 7.02, 281V.11, <10 receiver uses.

Lausanne 7.02, 12X.02, <10 forwarding uses. Lausanne 7.02, 141X.11, <10 forwarding uses.
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The deCoppet canceler included rotating date wheels and a flexible head. The external spring mechanism

centered the handle after each strike. This

feature was later replaced with an internal coil spring as seen in these
e ek

1889, 1903, and 1905.

9

1889
De Coppet's First Post Office
Demonstration in Lausanne

Lausanne Exp. Let.

De Coppet's Patent Drawings

20October 1889
First day of use.
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g\ Nur fur dio Adresse. B 6 October 1889
¢ e to Geneve.
g [ Domestic postal card.
5 Q 2 <
? One of thirteen know
H (€ P ‘examples on cover.
3
= 5 Seven known use
Cozeae dates of this device:
e T T 2-60October;
7,16 December 1889.
12, S (e 2
in 1889- La p.Let) as ab
‘Bern Brf. B> Lausanne Fac.Let.
1908-11 [ 1912-15 1916-19 1920-22 1923-27 1928-31 1932-38
7y 7y A AA| Ak A
- e srcmay o | Aoy | aponiies | e e
oy =y SR, | S | et mapen | o ot
Y S |G | RN SSRRIEEY| S | SEEy 0
el
steara Lnsame oot 120 | Lastion rowsms | one
Frriot R oA PPN i = i o
hely s | Boter s
oSt o1t | Lasane | nodposungmed| o amnronon | st
e T e frretrall Frer
.| SR e o v
con ot | 1035
e
[Frames Frame 7 Frame &




Delivered June 1897.
this d

POSTKARTE.

levice and those of the 1889 trials in Lausanne.
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1897

Ste. Croix

Ste. Croix [0.04]
29 July 1897

s

e ]
Frankfurt am Main
7 December 1898
to Ste Croix [0.04]

8 December 1896.
Intenational post card.

POSTKARTE — PO:

Egpace e & 15 comespondance pose

e el
A chiore ;,njgl.

Bitterkinden

underpaid 4 centimes.

I early 1905 this canceler
was modified. Two visual
differences are seen: reen-
graved letters, and a wider
white line to separate the
barsand the inner circle.

Ste Croix[0.04a]

International postcard.




Warsaw, [Russial to

registered letter.

Ste Croix [0.04a] 23 September 1912 to Buzeu, Roumania. Intemnational packet card.




1898

10 October - Razor cancelers issued, official post office trials begin

5 cancalers issued.
Basel

Genove
Lausanne
Neuchatel

2 cancelers broke

Basel -20 Octover
lovember

Genbve -

24 Oclober

 canclrs s
arau

s.umzona

5\ GaHen

mmmm
‘Al cancelers back to
‘deCoppet for repairs.

066 réservé & Tadresse.

— Carte postale.—

Union postale uiversells. — Weltpostereig, = Unione postalo universale.

SUISSE. SCHWELZ.

Nur e alo Ad

omzyarpur s 030ATSE G3vT

Bern [4.01] 11 October

International postal card.

utitri b

Basel [2.01] 17 October 1898 to Thusis. Domestic

ted matter card.

This canceler broke on 20 October, was sent to be repaired and not
returned to the post office until April 1899. Used only 10 days in 1898.




1898

Aarau, Bell L St. Gallen, and Zirich issued 24 October.

First day of use varies for each office.

Paddington, England 1 November to Zurich [11.01] 2 November 1898.
International postal card.

Cadiz, Spain 4 November 1898 to Bellinzona [3.01] 11 November 1898.
« rd, v for

2 Novembs
1898.




1898

International postal answer card.

Kamerun 11 October 1898 to St. Gallen [10.01] 13 November 1898.
International registered postal card. (Over franked)



1898

Carte postale.
+ Union postals uriverselle + Weltpostverein + Urione postale uriversale -
x SUISSE x SCHWEIZ x SVIZZERA x,

Zurich[11.01]
14 November 1898
to Rommerskirchen,

Cot6 réserve & Yadresse.

Excerpt from the 1898 correspondence log between the Swiss PTT and de Coppet:

14 November - De Coppet to PTT:
16 November - PTTt0 8 DPO's: Returndevices, (Baseland Geneve being repaired, no Chur existed )
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Lausanne [7.01] 17 November 1898 to Plainfield, NJ, USA.
International letter.

Lastknown use in 1898
“This cover shows the Lausanne PO used its canceler the day after Bern issued the recall. De Coppet lived in Lausanne,
therefore, it was nt necessary for the Lausanine PO to send the canceler to Bern only to have it returned to Lausanne
frequented his test penod De Coppet

to modi " Apri




19 April 1899

Testing resumes.

‘Chur and Zrich Fahrpost received
razor cancelers for thefrst time,
total of 12 now being tested.

Breakage occurs, ntermittent use.
Basel, Aarau, and

Ziich alreturned their cancelers

repaired and returned to them.

Neuchétel [9.01]

24 April 1899 to Gmiind,
Wirttemberg.

Unpaid intemational
posteard. Deficient 10
centimes, due 20 pfennigs.

Lausanne (7.01]
26 April 1899
toRollingergrund,
uxembourg.
Interational post card.

“OZIIDN; 19 039ASH OO
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Included with
the repaired
cancelers wasa
new device for
Zilrich Fahrpost.

Ziirich Fahrpost [11.06]

13 May 1899 to Meilen.

Domestic postcard

5 centimes, nachnahme.
0fr =10 centimes.

5 centimes.




1899

Satigny via Geneve [6.01] 9 May 1899 to Gex, France.
International cross-border rate to France, 15 centimes.
Mailed at: Sallgny station 10km SW of Geneva. This cover did not receive an ambulant date stamp on board
the train, therefore, routing for France.
One of two known transit uses of ths device.

Maienbad et 35l o 2L (1101) 25 g o
erpaid international post ca
Short 8heller= 8 cantimes x2 < roundd to 15 centimes due.




1899

e Zurich [11.01]
) 7 June 1899 within Zrich.

Local printed matter.

This canceler was sent for

unusable on 12 October

//, 2 1899 and not repaired,

= ﬁn//% thus, the first razor

canceler withdrawn from
e service,

Bellinzona [3.01]

3July 1899 to Pallanza, laly.
Uprated domestic postal
card.

This card originated at the
Hotel Reber au Lac 3 VIl 99,
was carried to Locamo train
station [SL station mark,
and processed at the Bellin-
office for
distribution to Pallanza.

016 résorvadatadrosse

Only known example of a
Bellinzona 3.01 transit use.

“ozzapus s 010Az0sTE 03T

Bern [4.01]
22 July 1899 to Luzern.
Domestic postcard.

The Bem canceler had a

i Z / : ed to use on 7 June, but

A‘% £ broke again on 16 August

7 - Y and withdrawn as unusable.
L) O AN 2 Bern did not h

able razor canceler until

$az8 s one was returned with all
n, Rtz z = the other upgraded

cancelers, 11 April 1900.
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1899
— Carte postale.
Unigapestale universelle. - in. - Unione Lizembroke 27 une:
g neither were returned in
a SUISSE. SCHWEIZ. SVIZZERA. & 550
7 [0 5 Five others broke
= \’:" 2 between August and
2 > 3 0 October and were not
5 JoaS Fnn. Aok £ returned in 1899,
£ B
3 S o The remaining six were
8 § recalled on November 30.
% o)
Chur [5.01] i
8 August 1899 to Versam.

Free domestic postcard.
Swiss Military Commissioner.

Waterbury, USA
7 August 1899 to
Aarau [1.01]18 August 1899.

PostaLCARD- ONE CeNT:

Ol o

Geneve [6.01]
18 August 1899
toOnex.
Printed matter.




1900

11 April - Repaired cancelers reissued to post offices.

r'ww

11 Aprl
Type 1 cancelers reissued to

PO's told to use until April
1901, then report.

Repairs made throughout
year, ie. Neuchatel broke
20 April sentto de Coppet,
returned 3 June.

21Apdl

PO orders new internal

spring cancelers for:
Brief Exp.

Bern Brief Exp.
Geneve Rue Du Stand
Lausanne Consig.Lett.
Zarich

25

luly
UPU Convention in Bern.

Bern (4.01) to Aarau (1.01) 25 April 1900. Domestic postal card.

canceler for convention PO
‘This led to intemational
requests for information

offices, Ziirich had 12 bars.

Boththe original and new
mechanisms were being
used simultaneously. Post
were ordered to
continue using them in
preparation of their April
reports.

Montevideo, Uruguay 3 May 1900, e Mllan. Ivaly23 May,
toBellinzona [3.01] 2:
International post ald.




1900

Postkarte.

Lausanne [7.01] 30 May 1900 to Salonique, Turkey.
International post card.

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE.

Coté réserve & Tadresse. S Nur e Qe

Bellinzona [3.01] 2 June 1900 to Chur [5.01]
‘domestic military post card.
(Two different razor cancels.)



1900

One of two known examples of this canceler used for receiving or transit purposes.

Edinburgh, Scotland 7 June 1900 to La Prairie, an estate near Morges 9 June.
id i i i 21/2d.

Bern 9 June 6am transit;

Morges.
Letter held for three weeks then forwarded to Bex,
via Vevey 3 July 2pm, to Bex 4 July Epm eceiing:

rwarded to Yverdon,

Inconnulabel added prior to arrvalin Yverdon 7 July 7am,
postage due uncollected Yverdon 7 July 7am.

Received Lausanne [7.01] 8 July 11am.

r from to
tHeller, Jersey.]

Scan 85% of original.




1900

‘The first commemoratives issued
by Switzerland celebrated
the 25th Anniversary of the

Universal Postal Union.

21uly, 1900:
First Day of issue for the 5, 10, 25
centimes stamps, and both 5 and
10 centimes postal cards.

(Valid until 31 December 1900)

Lausanne [7.01]
2July 1900,
Local letter.

Bern [4.01] 2 July 1900
to Burgdorf,

Domestic use of
international postal card.

Bidre via Biére-Morges
egional railway

26 July 1900

toLausanne 26 July 9am.
Forwarded Lausanne [7.01]
26 July 2pm to Bussigny sur
‘Oron 26 July 1900 5pm.
Domestic post card.

Lausanne 7.01 s known used
about twenty times as a for-
warding date stamp. All
recorded uses are between
8 July and 20 August 1900,
though the device was in use
foralmost four years.

C5th naaenvs 4 Nadroses

@ §m ‘1‘7\\,,
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Scan 85% of original

British Field Office #27, Orange Free State,
South Africa 26 July 1900;

t0 Baumaris, Lausanne m(eived 19 August.
Forwarded from Lausanne [7.01]

20 August 3pm, via Interlaken 20 August,
to Grindelwald 21 August 9am

International letter.

Fewer than five know
forwarding examples.

Pars, Bélem, Brazil 20 July, via Lisbon 3 Augus! 1900;received Neuchatel 7 August 9am.
9.

11 7 Augus ugust 4 pm.
International uprited postal card.



1900
10 September

New cancelers were issued
to Basel, Bem, and Zrich;
additionally, Lausanne Consig
Lett. and the Geneve Rue Du
Stand Branch Office received
new razor cancelers for the
first time.

The 26mm diameter design
included the newest internal
spring mechanism and had
elght bars above and below
the date bridge making them
visually different from Type |
devices which continued to

Postkarte.

be used by al
offices.

Roggwyl 1 October

(docketed on reverse )

Transit Bern [4.02] 2 October,
to Bad Blumenstein bei Thun
20ctober.

Domestic post card.

Fewer than ten known
Bern 4.02 transit uses.

The hand written blue
pencil_mark confirms this

rd originated in Roggwyl.
it was transported by train
to Bem where it was pro-
cessed at the main Bern
post office for distribution
to Blamenstein.

Bern [4.02] 10 September 1900 to Bern.
Domestic postal card.
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Geneve Rue Du Stand [6.04]
11 October 1900

toLyon, France

International printed matter,
triple rate (100-150gm).

‘Though nota district post office, the Rue Du
Stand office processed more mail than many
of the participating test offices, therefore, it
was included at this time and issued a Type
2 canceler.




1900

Cartolina postale — Post card Tovlund Lo
Union postale unverselle — WeItpOStVerein _ unions posts

Aarau[1.01]
29 October 1900

within Aarau.

Glitter glued onto the
picture of this card
required a 5 centimes
surcharge. Correctly
paid domestic post card.

Aarau 15 October 1900
within Aarau

forwarded from Aarau [1.01]
to Zilrich 15 October.
Domestic postal card.

C8t8 séeerve & Dadrerce.

Neuchatel [9.01]

29 October 1900

to Brousse, Turkey,

via Constantinople.
International postal card.

Ct6 néeerv & ladreste




1900

B les of i razor cancels on pi

Postkarte.
CARTE POSTALE. — CARTOLINA B

Ctt4 séserve A Vadresse,

Chur[5.01] to Aarau [1.01] 9 November 1900.
Domestic postal card.

Postkarte
CARTE POSTALE. — CART(

Heir for die AdsodERY

=

“ozzIPUT v oreALes: AET

00ts réaerve & Vadreese,

1900.

16.08]
Domestic postal card.




Basel [2.01]
22 November 1900 to Lenzberg.
Domestic letter.

Unfranked over 20 km = 20 centimes.

1900

Chur[5.01]

21 November 1900

to Medels Platta,
forwarded to Curaglia
[two very small villages].
Domestic letter.

Neuchatel [9.01]
26 November 1900
to Geneve.
Domestic letter.



1900

Geneve Rue Du Stand [6.04]
16 December 1900 to Bex.
Domestic printed matter.

Lausanne [7.01]
27 December 1900
to Brussels, Belgium.

P
Lausanne 29 December.

“NON ADMIS AU TRANSPORT’|

Switzerland allowed short
five word messages on
printed matter cards.

‘This card has a handwritten
date, signature, and the
stamp on the picture side.
Belgium did not accept the
card, therefore, returned it
‘to Switzerland.

It was another six years
until the UPU adopted a
consistent rule.

_Postkarte.
postale. — Cartolina. pos
b st & Hudreso

AGYAR KIRALYI POSTA

ELEZO-LAP

C/é/m,& il
Lo L

Zirich [11.02]

30 December 1900,
from Verseoz, Hungary.
Uprated domestic postal




1900

weellere

V/‘([/ !/ %' y/ 7z
ol /.,,,,7, ]
Do skt

Chur[5.01] M

ZUR ERINNERUNG an das
asjihrige Jubilium des Weltpostvereins

5751900,

Rbschied dor Jubiliumsmarken.
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R ER R G

Wi o Wt bekaant, mrkien o in Sehuson,
e o ke i s A sy ok
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Bern [4.02] 30 December 1900 to Bern.
Overfranked registered domestic post card.




1900

Carte postale
Union postale universelle--— Weltpostvereige—Uni qeoﬂfw.» rsale.

Chur[5.01]

29 December 1900
to Aarau [1.01]

30 December.
Domestic post card.

Cancel legibility
was compromised
on embossed post
cards leading them
togo outofstyle.

ity i ds was 31 December
January 11901, but the i i inleter boxes after p

N A = —

Lausanne [7.01] 31 December 1900 Spm to Ouchy. Local letter.



1901 Type1and Type 2 cancelers used all year

A A A
April- Post Offices send first
reports to Bern.

13 Aprl
Basel Ausstellung canceler
sent to PO offcials. Exposition
opens 2 June.

ition canceler
delivered; Expo opens 28 June |
(New construction method,
probably internal springs)

7 October

Post Office department orders
asetof 11 next generation
cancelers for a final test period.

have problems do
T Lausanne [7.01] 1 January 1901 to Basel.
Underpaid domestic greeting card.

‘Sender should have changed “Carte Postale” to “Imprime”

rate for this Ne greeting.

Biel/Bienne 1 February 1901 to Geneve Rue Du Stand [6.04] 1 February.
Domestic postcard.




WA 3258 Union POSTALE UnIVERSELLE
YPTE

e CARTE POSTALE

Cairo, Egypt 1 February 1901 to Neuchatel [9.01] 6 February.
International post card.

Basel [2.02] 23 February 1901 to Zarich.
ostal card.

Though from a large post office and used for over five years, Oct 1900 - Feb 1906,
‘examples of this device are difficult to find.
“This was the model for the next generation of cancelers issued in July 1902.




1901

These three cards
were sent to amilitary
accounting clerk
stationed In Germany.
In late 1900 his unit
was deployed to China
and saw action in the
Boxer Rebellion. The
lower cards were
received at Tangk. In
May 1901 the soldier
retured to Germany.

Postkarte:
Carte postale. - cartom{a_ post

Nur fir dio Adresse

Coté réservé & Tadresse.

744«4%_7%

Deeeseiant

Zurich [11.01]

22 July 1899

t0 Graudenz, Germany.
International postcard.

Luzern [8.01] 5 March 1901
to Tientsin, China;
transit Hong Kong 3 April;

forwarded Tientsin 12 April;
received Tongku 14 April.
International postcard.

Aarau[1.01] 20 March 1901
to Tientsin, China;

transit Singapore-Hong Kong
21 Apri;

received Tientsin 7 May;
forwarded to Tanku.
Interational postcard.

< Ll s
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Bern [4.01]
2 April 1901 to
Teuffenthal;
transit Steffisburg;
transit Homberg.
Domestic postal
answer card,

Answer card originated in
Bern. The Homberg clerk
placed the receiver at the
top right then realized it
implied origin. He crossed
this out and reapplied the
markatlower left.

1901

Opinions of
de Coppet
Canceler
Submitted by
District Post
Offices to Bern
Headquarters
April 1901

9 Apr - Ziirich - deCoppetsystem not qualified for hard use in PO.
11Apr- Bem +  deCoppetsystem doing well
11 Apr- Aarau - nottotallygood
12 Apr - Geneve +  Doing wellno repairs needed (broke 2 days later)
13Apr-Lausanne  +  System working well
13 Apr - Basel +  System working well
13 Apr- Luzern - notgood enoughfor PO work
17Apr- Neuchdtel  +  system deserves implementation
27Apr- Lausanne  +  Fahrpost cancel worked well
30Apr- Bellinzona - Returned cancel with report
10May- Chur +  Workedwell sent cancel
20Jul - StGallen - System has some flaws

eneve
Rue Du Stand [6.04]
27 June 1901

to Monastyriska,
Austrian Galicia.
Domestic wrapper
uprated for
international use.

R 7
B e %/7//// o
%{7?///2, Ve gy




1901

was y
Basel Ausstellung  De Coppet. The public was able to see his invention
for the first time. The rectangular date bridge s similar

2June-150ctober  to his early Lausanne and Ste.Croix devices.

Basel0.06) spcambar 1] o rren Commany
International postcard.

e De Coppet provided a canceler to this exhibition post
Vevey EXposition office. In correspondence to the PTT he noted it had a
e ) new method of construction. It also had a newer ook

Vevey [0.07] 16 August 1901 to Geneve. Domestic postcard.
the




1901 7 October

Post Office Department ordered a new set of eleven
identical next generation cancelers from de Coppet.

Type 1and Type 2 cancelers continued to be tested at the District Post Offices while
deCoppet worked on the new set. Bern was one of four District Offices having both
Types 1and 2 on hand. These cards show the cancelers used 12 hours apart on the same
d lerk use them.

o \Joarte—postale.
(@ @\¢ :
Ifionpostele GpitNlselle! — Welt .~ Unione postals
oferes £ G tpostverein. - Unione post

A\ 3s Nur i dio Advaso.

Caté reserve & Vadrossp

Postkarte.
Carte postale. — Cartolina postale.

Nur fir dio Adresse.

Q16 xéservé b Tadresso.

VLo a0

Bern [4.01] 14 October 1901 (1:00pm) to Fehraltorf.
Domestic postal card.



1901

Azepeitia, Spain to Interlaken 25 November 1901.
1901,

To Hotel Metropole, Interlaken, 25 Novemb
date stamped by Hotel Metropole (Luzen)

) t izern PO.
from Luzern [8.01] 25 November, 11pm; received and forwarded from Interlaken, 26 November to Florence,
Italy, received 27 November.

2 Metropole, Luzern 25 November, 6
Luzern PO.

Aarau[1.01] 11 December 1901 to Paris, France. International postal card.

Paris - “INCONNU", RETOUR A L'ENVOYEUR/11-A; RETOUR A LENVOYEUR/11;11/10.
Undelivered and returned to Aarau [1.01], 15 December 1901.




Two razor cancels, both used in a forwarding
situationis very rare.

Local letter within Luzern, 22 January 9am, not
delivered. Forwarded from Luzern [8.01] 22

January to Geneve received 22 January 10pm.
g

Forwarded to Geneve Rue Du Stand PO.
Postage due applied 23 January 6am; out for
delivery Geneve Rue du Stand [6.04]

23 January 7am.

Local letter forwarded outside local area,

5 centime postage due, collected in Geneve.

A A

Type 2internal spring

cancelers distributed to

all 11 DPOs.
New report due in 190:

270clober.

PO receives four final
prototype cancelers
from de Coppet.

3,

Lausanne [7.01a]
6 January 1902
toStockholm, Sweden.
International letter.




1902
i it bezahter Anort

hwee ripose puyie.— Carte postale,—cons

Union postale universelle. — Weltpostverein. — Unione p

SUISSE. SCHWEIZ. SVIZZERA

Nue e dlo Adresse.

Chur[5.01]

4January 1902

to Constantinople, Turkey
(Egypt). Received by the
Austrian Post Office.
International answer card.

owazsss o

? Postkarte.
@ Carte postale. — Cartolina postale.

card forinternational use.

3 =

Geneve [6.01] § L

25 February 1902 | 2 g

to St. Leonard’s on Sea, 7l g
England. 3 e

Uprated domestic postal H g
U £

8 ]

e WQQ St Beenards o ea,
= Lecrsew. |

b
Poft]
Berlin, Germany 9 April 1902
[Rcrdinetn, v CF | Aaraurron i apil.

Uprated domestic postal

Bole e MZ# Phics card for international use.




Lausanne Consig. Mess. [7.04]
23 June 1902

to Tour-de-Peiliz

received 23 June.

Printed matter invoice.
2centimes postage + 3 x 10 centimes
per 10fr =32 cents.

Bill for advertising insertions
announding the public display of
building plans presented to the
municipality for the proposed
new college.

— Carte postale—
Dyt ool e e

SUISSE. SCHWEIZ SVIZZERA.

|
E

e s

T

Bellinzona 3.01]

21 April 1902
toPallanza faly.
International postal card.



1902
July 1 - First use of new internal spring cancelers

Ordered in October 1901, eleven redesigned cancelers were finally delivered to the DPO's on 27 June.
few were used Tuesday, 1 July.
Seven are recognized by having 8/8 bars above and below the date bridge.
Four did not conform to this pattern: Basel, Lausanne, and Neuchatel 10/10; Ziirich 10/12.

The first series of cancelers continued to be used.

Pofitarte —  Weltpofiverein

Carte postale — Union postale universelle

Aarau[1.02]2 July 1902 ig, G Earliest use of Aarau Type 2
International postcard.

Bastia, Corsica
15 July 1902

to Neuchatel [9.02]
17July 1902
International printed
matter.




1902

Luzern [8.02]

20 July 1902

to Galflenz, Austria.
International postcard.

Goté réaervé & Tadreace,

Carte posta

Union postale universelle. — Weltpostverein.

Nr for dlo Adresse,

Geneve [6.02]
22July 1902

to5an Francisco, USA.
International printed matter.

Chur[5.02]
25 July 1902
to Gersau.

Carte postale.

K OST-I{ARTE,

military post card.




1902

Postkarte.
Carte postale. — Cartolina postale.

Nur fir aie Adresse.

£ G
A7

X %44/4724_‘ .

Bellinzona [3.02]
29July 1902

to Fehraltorf.
Domestic postal

i

Used only
41/2months:

oszpapus v oyeAiei 0yu

/G0t réscrs

TJuly
15 November
1902,

~

somon

Bern [4.03]

29 July 1902 to Bern,
forwarded toInterlaken.
Local letter 5 centimes,
forwarded outside 10km
zone =5 centimes tax.

rta ale
rte postale.
Wellpostverin, — Us
SCHWEIZ SVI

Basel [2.03]

13 August 1902

to Oberreid, Germany.
International postcard.
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1902

Kursumlija, Serbia
18 August (Julian Calendar)
Received Geneve

3 September 1902, 3am

recened Rue Du Stand (6.04]
3 September am.
Interational postal card.

Lausanne [7.02]
9 September 1902
toLausanne.

Domestic printed matter.
(ATurkish postcard with
picture of Damascus
used In Switzerland.

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSEL|
’X‘ u Eﬁ U ! E

exclusivement a ladresse

5|

8

Hi

H

;

:

NB. Cecitéci estréservé
: 2

it

Luzern [8.01]
11 September 1902

to Schonenberg-Toggenburg;
missent Kradolf-Schénenberg;
forwarded to Schénengrund;
forwarded to St Pexemeu

Cbth négervs & Vadresse.

(Luzern 0: rob-
ably inadvertently chxnge
‘when hour wheel was adjusted)



1902

CARTE POSTALE

W5 cit st exclusivement réseraé & Vadrese

Meitoriicidto S 5km¢\
DA e
. 2 e

L

Port Louis, Guadel August 190210 13 September.
International postcard.

Ammerland, Bavaria, 15 September. International postcard.
i itzerland, 16 Sep;
forwarded to Neufchétel, Pas- de-Calais, France, 17 Sep;
forwarded to Neufchatel-en-Bray, Seine Infré, France, 19 Sep;

returned

This routing covered 3392 km in 7 days!




Carte postale. — Cattdliha?

Cotd résorvé  Tadresso,
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1902

Chur[5.02]
4October 1902 to Geneve.
Domestic postal card.

“This Swiss soldier was difficult
tofind. The Geneve markings:
Facteurs, 5 Oct - 3am;
Plainpalais, 6 Oct -10am;
Facteurs, 6 Oct -11am;

Bourg de Four, 6 Oct - 6pm;
Facteurs, 6 Oct - 7pm.
(Facteurs = mail carrier)

Chicago, USA 7 October 1902
to Luzern 18 October.

Forwarded Luzern [8.01)
18 October to United States
Consul, Paris, France, received
20 October; forwarded to
addressee within Paris.
International postcard.

From Pretoria, Tranvaal,
22 September 1902

Received Zilrich [11.03]
19 October.
Forwarded to Sackingen,

Germany, 20 October
International postal card.

This Type 2 Ziirich canceler
was first used 17 Sept. 1902,
more than two months after
itwas issued.



Frankfurt, Germany 11 October 1902 to Lausanne 12 October.

Forwarded Lausanne [7.02] 12 October 1902 to Montreux 13 October.
[

International letter.

Canceler in use for over 10 years.
Earliest of eight known forwarding examples.

By this time in October 1902, the newest Type 2 cancelers all had internal springs. The older Type 1 devices had

oppet's first patent .

PostOf

o) ST e vin

, v

Basel [2.02] 1 November 1902 to Strassburg, Elsass.
International printed matter.



1902 de Coppet Final Prctolypes

These were ordesed 2 Augusl and afer the PTT selected appearance, they were delivered 27 O(wber 1902.
Nov); Basel 2 Fil BB. (18 Nov)

- Barfgwﬁbstale

L wivrslls. — Woltpostverein. — Uion pustl

3
2
2 UISSE. SCHWEIZ SVIZZERA.
Al Nur fir die Adresse, 7
e ;
DMowbics s
Yol S

&Mlu/
nue e U e,

Chaux-de-Fonds 9 November 1902 - 4pm, to Bern.
aid 3 centi i

Received
'Domestic post card.

Jmprimé-Druck
Union postle unvars

Coté réserve a ladresse

St. Moritz-Dorf 17 December 1902 to Cairo, Egypt.
International printed matter.

The mass production feasil e ia sy but the visual design deemed too heavy. This was

addressed after the contract signing in April 1903. The appearance was refined in June 1903 when deCoppet

made a el se of test cancales. The alternate designs evenlually led to the first preduulon “fleuron”
1903, These 1902 for many years.




Postkarte.
Carte postale. — Cartolina postale. |

Nur fir die Adresso.

“OZIPuY 1 OJBAIOSIE 03T

1902

Aarau1.02]

10 November 1902
toThun.

Domestic postal card.

Curitiba, Paranas, Brasil
19 November 1902;
transit Rio de Janiero

29 November.

Received Ziirich [11.03]

International postal card.

POST CARD

Liverpool, England

23 December 1902
forwarded from Geneve
Rue Du Stand [6.04]

25 December 1902 to

Rue du Rhone 25 December.
International post card.

Christmas greeting.



1903

A
BCEMIPIRT HOUTOBMIL COITh: P
Union Postale Universelle Rus

A A A A
; 12801

3 P contractsto use de
i Coppet's flexible-head
3 design. Gilller signed to
manufacture cancelers.

Guller delivers 17 pre-
production cancelers to
PTT for final approval.

November
First cancelers distribu-
cancelers distinctive.

Existing razor cancelers
continue to be used.

From Moscow, Russia to Lausanne 7 January 1903, forwarded from
Lausanne [7.01al 7 January 1903 to Leysin 7 January.

International postcard.

Earliest of three known receiver/forwarding uses.

rosseapl v 9ai080s 9100

Postkarte.
jete postale. — Catlolina

Hoerreccis s Felonn

Zilrich [11.02] 18 February 1903 to Budrio, Italy.
International postcard



5

1903

Kristiania, Norway

5 March 1903.

Received Geneve

Rue Du Stand[6.04]

8 March 8am,

forwarded within Geneva
9 March 4pm.

Uprated domestic

postal card.

10 April 1903,
forwarded within Zurich.
International postal card.

S L O o S
2 Ty L 3‘}"(“0\6\6‘5’15“0’5‘(7{ LEEEREERREREERE B
lhie W
VAW’ Union Postalg?Universelle =
Qo —_— : S0 =~ Hag N
s — = 3 Hit 1R 2B
Y: CARTE POSTALR
Osaka, Japan , 2
9 March 1903, ; 1
transitYokohama | |}:
9 March 1903; i

to Ziirich [11.02] \
|
}

& e oS
HARLERE R R R

(IS D

2999992299822 00890000802 2020200000800 00008R2000000000202244

Retalhuleu, Guatemala.,
17 March 1903

to St Gallen [10.01]

10 April 1903.
International postcard

The image of the10 centavo
stamp was misidentified by
the Guatemalan PO.

Itis of Atitlan, not Lac
Amatitlan as printed .




1903

April 12-contract signed.
Flexible-head canceler adopted as new PTT standard.

Geneve [6.02] 11 April 1903 to Havana, Cuba.
International printed matter.

‘The day this wrapper was posled 11 April 1903, Fréderic de Coppet received a
ntract First Class Post Offices.

He signed and returned the contract 12 April 1903.

After the contract was signed De Coppet was unable to hand-make the large number of cancelers
required. Gilller & Sons was subcontracted to manufacture and engrave the canceler heads,
which were then sent to deCoppet for assembly by his other contractor, Breguet of Le Locle. A
total of 1424 canceler heads were produced for de Coppet, before he sold hvs pa(enls and all
spare parts to Giiller in 1911. After 1911 all cancelers were made by Gilller u

The experimental tests were now over, but these razor cancelers stayed in service for many years.
Most disappeared prior to WWI, but some were modified and survived into the 1930, They were
mostly used in special postal situations not suited for high speed machine processing, which was
introduced by the PTT in 1912. Therefore, they are found used as express receivers, on official
documents, special event items, printed matter wrappers, machine skips, philatelic situations,
etc, all best suited for hand canceling.




Carte postale.
Weltpostverein.  Unione postale universale.

Y,

SNAlE
NS E):
N

Nur fir

1903

Post offices continued to use
thevr razor cancelers daily.
is provided longevity data
st comry sup-
porting the PTT's decision to
adopt the de Coppet system.

Basel [2.03]
12 June1903 to Ruti
Free military post card,

Kristiania, Norway
8 August 1903,

st. Gallen [10.01]

11 August 1903,
International postcard.
Invalid Sweden 10 ore,
refranked Norway 10 ore.

BREFKORT.

»«w

st. Gallen [10.01]

12 October 1903

o Montevideo, Uruguay.
Interational printed matter.



1903

Singapore
7 October 1903

to St Gallen (10.01]
30 October 1903.
International postcard.

Mexico City, Mexico
8 December 1903

via New York.

to Aarau[1.02]

23 December 1903
International postcard.

Lausanne [7.01a]

8 December 1903

to Appen:

First class. key mailing.

‘Written on back of parcel card:
“..herewith the key to the hamper
clothes basket; hope it will prove
tobe the right one; ifitis not the.
right one, Frau Biermann has a
spare key.

- Tarjeta Postal

CARTE POSTALE.

VSHIAINA VLSO NOIN|

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSE

Lado.

esera s I o
(GOt w3 Tedess.




i Carte postale.
Unlon postale universelle. — Weltpostverein, — f
SUSSE. SCHWEIZ - SVIZZA(A

e o e

1904

Lausanne [7.02]
5 January 1904

1o Batum, C:
Interational postcard.

Lausanne [7.02]

15 March 1904

‘to Reims, France.
International postcard.

Jeppstown, Transvaal

toZrich [11.04]
29 May 1904
International postal card.



1904

. P e

eyt e P ac<d

St. Gallen 31 May 1904 to Zilrich [11.04] 1 June.
Domestic post card.

Blantyre, Brtish Central Africa, 7 June 1904 via Chinde, BC.A, and Zanzibar 21 June
to Zilrich [11.04] 11 July 1904,
International postal card..




b6 résorvé b Tadresse,

St. Gallen [10.01] 15 June 1904-10am to St. Margrethen 15 June 1904-1pm;

i M Bavaria 18 June 1904;
forwarded toWrgl, Austria 21 June 1904; received Lermoos, Austria, 18 July 1904 (2.
Postage due: i 10 helle varded ir i

< aat see

g
M sl

(50%.5can of opened lettercard Perigueux, France 6 August 1904 to St. Gallen [10.01] 8 August 1904
showing fabric sample) Domestic letter card used internationally.
Short paid 10 centimes, 2x deficiency = 20 centimes.



i

1905

St. Gallen [10.02]

1January 1905

to Bucarest, Roumania.
International printed matter.

St. Gallen [10.02]

30 March1905

o Durango, Mexico.
International printed matter.

] 1906

Aarau [1.03]

19-20 March 1906 to Germany.
First posted 19 March (fleuron),
underfranked and returned

19 March to sender for addition-
al postage (lower razor).
Reposted with correct franking

20March

strikes); received Wiesbaden
20 March 1906.

International postcard.




1906

Hannover, Germany

29 March 1906 to Aarau.
Postage due applied Aarau
30 March - 9am,

outfor delivery Aarau [1.03]
30 March-10am.

Refused, label added - 8pm.
Returned to Hannover,
received 1 April 1906.

Short paid international
printed matter. Printed
advertising on the message
side, but “postkarte” not
crossed out, thus postage
due was uncollected.

By this time all District
Post Offices had been
issued multiple “fleuron”
cancelers, therefore,
when a_problem arose
concerning breakage or
maintainence of razor
cancelers they seem to
have been withdrawn
from service.

London 22 June 1906 to

Ziirich [11.04] received 23 June.
Uprated registered

postal envelope.

Last recorded use of this canceler
‘which extends the known use date
by 16 months.

Basel [2.01]
29 September 1906 to Basel.
Domestic printed matter.

‘The last recorded use of this
canceler was six days later,
5 October 1906.



1906

This, Geneve Rue Du Stand
16.051, was the only razor canceler
made by Giller & Cie. The device
was delivered to the post office in
November, 1904, It replaced the
earlier device removed from ser-
vice in October 1903. The com-
pany had been making Fleuron
cancelers for more than a year so
there was no obvious reason for
this device to be made since the
testwas over.

Russia to Geneve

forwarded from Geneve
Rue Du Stand [6.05]

17 July 1906

toLLes Prese Bagni

July 1906.

International perforated
letter card.

eve
Rue Du Stand [6.05]
14 August 1906

to Milan, taly.

§ ntemnational postcard.

eneve -
Rue Du Stand [6.05]

6 August 1906.

Recelved Cairo 13 August
transitGisa 13 August;
ected via Fatyum-
Cairo TPO 14 August
returned to Gisa 14 August; : 3
recelved Boulac-el-Dacrour ; g R
14 August. > =

International printed ks é"“‘m“ﬂ, LI
matter. ~ i

.




1906

< Sake

P

(75% scan of cover)

New York, 10 August 1906; received Geneve Facteurs (mail carrier) 19 August attempted delivery,
forwarded from Geneve Rue Du Stand [6.05] 20 August 1906; received Bellevue (distict of Geneve),
22 August New York, USA. i

Postkarte.
Carte postale. — Cartolina postd

Nur fir dio Adresse.

064 réservé i Tadresso, -

‘Aarau [1.03] 6 December 1906 within Aarau. Domestic postal card.

and receving marks simultaneously.




1907

Brousse, Turkey

29 December 1906

0 Geneve

Rue Du Stand [6.05]
January 1907.
International postal card.

Moscow, Russia
4January 1907 Julian) to
Geneve

Rue Du Stand [6.05]

21 January 1907.

Uprated domestic postcard.

Galati, Romania

8 April 1907 to
StGallen [10.02]

11 April 1907.
International postal card.

'.QM’“’*
(NI0N POSTALE UNIY \u_!
CARTA POSTALK

£ } A %Z;m%;yr Loy
2. %'1 /aa Lokt yf/w«l»«ﬂa/{/
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1907

1900. One each to

Zurich Fahrpost, Lausanne - Consig. Lett. (letter acceptance division) and Consig. Mess. (mail accept-
ance division). Even though their use periods extended over many years (until 1931), both Lausanne
cancels are scarce and difficult to find, while the Zurich Fahrpost cancel s relatively common.

DIE SCHWEIZ LDIE SCHWEIZ

A.-G. der illustrierten Zeitschrift

ek 4 ik esrets Zirich 1 ~ Zwingliplatz 8

Abonnements-Nachnahme

1 Abonnement auf < Die Schweiz» fir 3 Monate

1907. L. Quartal, sumt Postspesen otro T

3.62

K T ] oot Wi,

Toir o0

%J«/&z S oot

Zurich Fahrpost [11.0615 May 1907 to Saaland.
pri ater. 2.

47

/ FEUILLE D'AVIS DE LAUSANNE

< %.

REMBOURSEMENT pour afgnnement de 12 mois, Fr. 10.—
190,
Manchissement, »  —42.

Total Fr 1012

La pre mm carto tiont lieu de quittance.
¢ jusqwi révoeation formelle.

Lausanne
Consig. Mess. [7.04]

17 August 1907 to La Sallaz.
Domestic nachnahme.




1907

Sao Paulo, Brazil 27 May 1907 to Aarau [1.03] 15 June 1907.
International postal card.

08t4 résorve & Tadr.

3July 1907 to Ct G
[ ional postal card plus dmes i ional Express fee.




1907

in service 1902-1919.

Lausanne Transit, 4 September

canceler in service 1903 -1911.

Eichstaett, Bavaria, 16 July 1907 17 July 1907. Held,
applied October 1907, i October 1907.
Uprated domestic postal card for international use.




1907

11.06] 1907

‘Aarau [1.03] 31 December 1907 to Torino, Italy. International letter.

post cancelers.
2 ision, fter 31 December 1907.




1908

190811

'Y
31 December
1907

Lastuse Aarau.

5 April 1909
Last use Zurich.

12May 1911
Lastuse
Bellinzona.

Alexandria, Egypt
29 February 1908 to
BT 5 3 Bern [4.04] 4March 1908,

% International letter.
& Fnw Carte posizle/: Post
Mg eweete fe”

Fewer than 10 known
receiver uses 190814,

Since 1903 all DPOs
had been using their
issued Fleuron
o) ‘ ] cancelers. At the same

Len, time many old razor
% ) L 5 i
s puc facd, Bauerosth . - devices were still
T o Tk % < La Barvcere being used, but in
Do s ourrs A 1908 the reappearance

Ao, — arltoaorf % 1 Cg / of these three, Bern,
g — s Ziirich, and St. Gall
e | e

Sy

Ziirich [11.05]
908

to Dombresson.
Domestic postcard.

Earliest known use.

84!

SED i
Sy
08,65

806l HdY o L ¥T 12‘1%; >
7 S

Differdange, Luxembourg

8 April 1908

toZiirich [11.05]

9 April 1908.

Uprated domestic postcard.

Earliest known receiver.

i




1908

Appenzell via St. Gallen [10.03] 24 July 1908 to Innsbruck, Austria. International post card.

This card entered the mails at the Appenzell train station, blue pencil. It did not receive an
ambulant date stamp, therefore, was processed at the main St. Gallen post office. There is
known transit use. A




— 1908

Ziirich Fahrpost [11.06] 28 August 1908 to Alvaneu.
Domestic declared value letter. Packet postage 15 centimes,
nti 100fr value =

This card shows three.
generations of Swiss
cancelers:

Gilller;
the Geneve razor
‘made 27 June 1902 by

and the Frutigen
fleuron made by
Giiller 28 Nov 1903.

One of five known
forwarding examples
0f[6.02]; cancelerin
service 1902-19.

Lonfr France, 8 September 9 Sept “10am.

pt
forwarded to Thun. Interational postcard.




1908

Marburg, Germany

6 October 1908

tost. Gallen [10.03]
received 7 October-2am;
forwarded and received
Linsebihl, 7 October.
International postal card.

e
Weltpoftverein (¢
Carte postal
Union postale

\§ g& Jg.")ﬂ?ﬁ,’;yosm% |

D
§ 2 f/;ﬂm/ International postcard.

é il

- nad A aupazorszcn 21 October 1908

to Haiphong, Tonkin.

Zirich [11.05]

8 November 1908

to Bucarest, Hungary

9 November.
International postcard.




Zurich [11.05] 30 March 1909 to Aarburg. Domestic letter.
Six days late, 5 April 1905, this device was withdrawn from service.
Fahrpost was then the only Zirich razor canceler surviving after ths date.

Bellegarde, France
to Bellinzona [3.03]

21 June 1909.
International post card.




1909

Ziirich [11.06] 15 May 1909 to Zirich; Fewer than 5 known examples of
Sentin error to Amriswil, 18 May 1909; Ziirich Fahrpost used as a receiver.
returned to Ziirich [11.06], 20 May 1909. In use April 1899 - April 1930.

Domestic nachnahme letter.

atemp o mallat 2 contimes
was disallowed as there were
fewer than twenty items in same
mailing; 3 centimes additional
required.

To collect: 3Fr charge:

<10Fr = 10 centimes + 5
centimes postage, total 3.15Fr
from addressee.

Herr Schoop refused to pay.
Zurich Fahrpost office used its
canceler to document the five
day delay in the return of the
letter to its office.

(70% scan offront)




1909

Geneve [6.02]

6July 1909

toMacon, France.
International printed matter.

Lausanne
Consig. Mess. [7.04]
(Mail Acceptance Division)
14 October 1909

to Aubonne.
Remboursement card.

2 centimes printed matter,
10 centimes/10fr x 3.

“Total 32 centimes.

Rue Du Stand [6.05]

19 November 1909
toVienna, Austria.
International registered
posteard.

10 centimes + 25 centimes
international registration.
Total 35 centimes

4
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1910

Bellinzona [3.03]
12February 1910
toBern Bundeshaus;
forwarded to Herisau.
Free domestic military
postcard card.

i
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Basel [2.03]

23 August 1910
toBasel.

Domestic postal card.

StGallen [10.03]
3March 1910

to Zirich.

Domestic postal card.




1910

£,
TéLEFHonE 200

Montreux via Ambulant 15 October 1910 to Bern [4.04] 15 October 1910.
Domestic postal card.

Fewer than 20 known receiver uses, 1908 - 14.

St. Gallen [10.03] 31 December 1910 to Wettingen.
Domestic printed matter. (New Year's greeting card.)




1911

Lausanne Consig. Mess. [7.04] 15 February 1911 to Unterehrendingen.
Domestic nachnahme.

L Consig. Lett. [7.03] 17 February 1911 within L

Registered court summons.




1931

Lausanne Consig. Mess.[7.04]
cober 1912.
4Fr block probably used for
internal accountancy purposes.

% ey
o St s Mt
.'/%%é%;@g

Bellinzona [3.03] 12 May 1911 to Osogna.
Domestic postcard.

Last known use of the Bellinzona razor cancel.




Munich, Bavaria
28 April 1911 to

International postal card.

Recelving use. —¥

Forwarding use.
G

MorOstrau, Austria
12 September 1911

to Lausanne [7.02]

14 September 1911.
Forwarded to Luxembourg.
International post card.

1911

i Heigrsich Bayern

Sopde £, £ fopim | Pofttarte
2ndes i

Fewer than 5 documented receiving uses between 6 July 1902 and 23 June 1912,

Fewer than 10 documented forwarding uses between 6 July 1902 and 23 June 1912.

Postiartg

4 Garte postale.
SSyopter G o

The rarity of
routing of

items with implies the internal
= i




Schweiserische Telegraphen: und Telephonyerwaltng.
Hmnraion do gt o o wen suecsn.

1912-1913

Nachnahme  REMBOURSEMENT ~_ Rimborso -
i Teohongebtyen. | ot s kphanigis, | pe s telfomte.
T e Wi b Ziirich [11.06]
< e, == 16 March 1912
ST Fr. /50 G2 iin Zirch,
TONE  Recmumg  cowrre conto Telephone bill nachnahme.
) | SR A
RIS 1 e
R\GTE ESSE — Achange was made
D ADRESSE 5 I DIpeE 1Jan 1912 to make the
avetee CogenusrtgeKarto et otszgnt HorTn Jo Baltls telephone bill the size
A e et s of
Fihdmecier s baeetend das| Wordstrasse 21

Aveien, L presente e
s nerSeo el

Fribourg 23 May 1912
t0 Geneve

Rue Du Stand [6.05]
23 May 1912,
Domestic postcard.

. Db T o,
Wk

=

Luxembourg Ville
18 May 1913
toBern[4.03]19 May 1913
forwarded to Thun.
Interational postcard.




Bern [4.04] 17 December 1914 to Escholzmatt. Domestic printed matter.
Lastknown use of this canceler.

British Army PO 75 - 24 December 1914 to Bern 29 December 1914 1am.

known);
returned to PO, label applied 29 December ] 1914-6pmto
London F5.20 [returned mail from abroad] - 14 January 1915.
Army Post Office 5.5, Pari )12 February 1915.

1914-Tam. Retu




1915

Lausanne Consig.Let. 7.03]

13 January

Unredearped nemationl

Reply Coupon,

25 centimes value.

Paris, France 13 June 1916
toLuzern [8.03]16 June 1916.

Forwarded to Munich, Germany,

with added 5 centimes postage.

International printed matter.

Ziirich Fahrpost [11.06]
7 April 1915

Domestic nachnahme.




1916-1917

die Redaktion des " Der Entlebucher "

Esc"\ulxmatt

14 December Free Offical

Bern [4.03] 27 February 1917 to Solothurn.
10 centi 5 i




1916-1917

Re-engraving of razor cancels

In 1914 the PTT decreed all postal
cancelers would include the Swiss
Cross above the date bridge and
district numerals below.

World War | intervened and the changes
to razor cancelers were delayed until
the first reappeared at Chur, 1 February
1917. Time wheel: Roman numerals
indicate - am, Arabic numbers - pm, later
changed to 24hr wheel.

B.Camenisch-| Lang Veltlmer\/\/eme Chur

4 Korigsberg, Germany
20 April 1916 to

Chur [5.02] 25 April 1916..
International letter.

Chur (5,031 3February 1917 4
to Disentis. Domestic postcard.

‘Third day of modified canceler.

Chur[5.03]
26 October 1917-10pm to Lugano.
Domestic printed matter.

it aempes e dlscoum
e >50 pieces;

retumed to sendev, uprated
remailed 27 October 1917 - 2pm
at5 centimes rate for <50 pieces.

Drudfadie (Seleg-Sendung)
_—

%
f7 A Cexnlll

rdepex Zipfy
Voo
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1917

Geneve

Rue Du Stand [6.05]
1 August 1917
(National Festival Day)
to Mayens de Sion.
Domestic Bundesfeier
postal card.

First day of issue.

Bern [4.03)
3 December 1917
toBern.
Unfranked local
letter,

10 centimes due.
This canceler was
never updated

with the new
characteristics.

Geneve [6.02]

25 August 1917

0 Headquarters Ohrdruf
Prisoner afwar camp,
Ohrdruf, Germ:

Intemational pnrlted matter.



1918

Adresse dos Abssndors. Tox.

fiesse deixoiitar Jexs Postkarte. Carte postale [

e e T [ ey e
Domestic postal ca

Boston, USA to Luzern [8.03] 3 December 1915, Fewer than ten known
redirected to Immensee 4 December. International letter. forwarding uses.

These tand, G Bern, Luzen
and Neuchatel post offices confiring that razor cancelers were not modified anc
returned to service as a group. For some reason they were all modified mumduany
overa2to 4 year period.




1918

sul,

Geneve [6.02] 2 December 1918 - 3pm
forwarded to Lausanne Poste Restante 3 December.
International printed matter.

Fewer than 10 known receiving/
forwarding uses since 1902,

Geneve [6.02]2
December 1918-3pm.
‘The example above
was canceled the same
hour as this wrapper,
and confirms this
canceler was used to
process special

documents.

Geneve [6.02]
15 February 1919.
Officialfree franking.




1919

Neuchatel [9.02]

1 April 1919 to Frauenfeld.

Domestic printed matter.

Last known use of this canceler prior to
re-engraving and return to use in 1922.

/, 4
et - felTh Sotne
e A After April 1919 razor cancelers were
Sem Qe geve %“% modified and had "hour” wheels chang-
ed bringing them into compliance with
= =7 L/% / the modern European twenty-four hour
Joralad LTIyt time system.

174////,/(2 Three remained with hachures: Bem

[4.03), Lausanne Consig.Lett. [7.03), and
Zurich Fahrp. Aufg. [11.06). Zurich Fahr-
post never had hour wheels.

\ Cancelers of Basel [203), Bern [4.04),
¢ Geneve [602], Rue du Stand (6.05], and
- S Neuchatel [9.02] were modified and ret-
urned to the PO's between September
1920 and April 1925. Both Luzern
cancelers were changed in early 1919.

Binsdorf, Germany 18 October 1919
to Churl5.03] 21 October,

postage due uncollected. Forwarded
to Gersau postage due collected.
Underpaid interational letter.

1 October 1919 intern: tter
rate was increased from 20pf to 30pf.
This letter short 10pf, taxed double
deficiency =20 centimes.

Last known use of this canceler
prior to hour wheel change to
24 hour system. Retured to
duty two months later.




1911 9=
1920

Munich, Bavaria,
13 December 1919
to Chur

15 December.
International
express letter.
First known use
of Chur with 24
hour wheels.

Bern [4.05]

Since 1875 the international print-
ed matter rate_had been 5 cent-
imes. Starting 1 February 1921 the

e was raised to 10 centimes.
Later in 1924 the rate returned to
5centimes.




1921

Bern [4.05]
8March 1921 to Bern.
Philatelic domestic
postal card.

Schweiz,

Werkzeugnasehinen-
fabrik

Lausanne Consig. Lett. [7.03]
2 June 1921 to Oerlikon.
Domestic printed matter.

Pofitarte
Lindau im Bodensee,
Germany

17 September 1921

to Chur 19 September.
"Business closed" label
applied Chur [5.03]
19 September.
Returned to Lindau.
International post card.

Herren

The old fleuron receiver
‘was made 26 October 1904
and reengraved to conform
to the same requirements
ofall post-1914 cancelers.




1922

Karlsruhe, Germany
28 November 1921
toLuzern [8.04]

29 November 1921
International express
uprated postal card.

Bern [8.05]
22 February 1922
asel.

Domestic letter.

BASEL

Postfach 1

s Abonnements Quittung}

X
»Neuen Zurcher Nachrichten* ™%
fir das 2. Halbjahr 1922 . . . . . . Fi. 124 50

Porto und Post-Provision. . . . .y —28

Fr. 12. 75
Srocts éfz -y
Xyt &

"5 bl Vorwelsung dicer Nachnahne dic Einlosung % magiich i,
w Mﬂu it 7 7 Tage T 1) do Pos L and K vl dir Za bt
Joder Gt duseos cngetst ws

Ziirich Fahrpost [11.06]
17 July 1922 to Ziiich,
Local nachnahme card.
Postage 10 centimes +
15 centimes to collect
over 10Fr. Total =
centimes.

This canceler,issued in
April 1899, was never
modified.




Geneve 6.03]
24 April 1922

to Geneve.

Domestic official post
office letter.

‘This canceler is only
known on outgoing
0 examples of
receiving or forward-
ing uses are known.

Sarajevo, Jugoslavia 19 December 1922 to Bern [4.05] 23 December 1922.
Uprated interational postal card.

Fewer than 10 known uses as a forwarding date stamp.




1923

MNSTERO DELE FINANZE.
1L ORETTORE GeNERALE
OeLLEWpOSTEDRETTE

Lxox nuroun

Seoritize s Comtsé Hnansier

orwEvE

( sutone )

Ministry of Finance, Rome, ltaly, 27 September 1923

to Geneve Rue Du Stand [6.06] 29 September 1923,

to the Secretary of the Finance Committee, Société des Nations.
International express letter.

Fewer than 20 receiver examples known.

W W\‘E o R
W

& 5‘.

Bern [4.05]
17 Mar(h ozl

Germany.
Uprated domestic
postal card.

Machine skip.
Within the hour a clerk
used Bern [4.05] to
correctamachine cancel
skip, though the month
wheel was set wrong.
Message on reverse is
dated 17 March 1923,




Dudschtand .

Luzern [8.04] G
Postage: imes+ fo ide ordinary time 30 centimes.
Total - 1Fr 20. Rates wentinto effect 1 Oct 1924.

Geneve Rue Du Stand [6.06] 29 December 230 Riga, Latvia.
International registered letter



Basel 28 May, 1926 to Luzern [8.05] 28 May.
Airmail, registered, i i
Received by pecial delivery.

Cnaid trise, Fug Sy Crrvornaro

Deng Deng, transit Akonolinga 3 May 1926, Cameroon,
to Luzern [8.04] 4 June, forwarded to Ziirich. International letter.



Absende:
E. Farner, Lenrerin
LUZERY

00000000000

Luzern [8.04] 21 June 1926 to Basel via Zirich.
Domestic airmail letter.

: IIDI._

Philadelphia, USA, 6 December 1926
toLuzern [8.05] 17 December.

S International express letter.

1,°RES

S5 Only known use of solo 25 cent Fourth Bureau to pay

5 cent surface and 20 cent foreign special delivery rate.




Basel [2.04] 24 September 1926
to Basel
Domestic printed matter.

This Basel canceler, previously used
1902 to 1913 [2.03], was re-engraved
and modified then returned to service
April 1925. It was used until October
1926. Its whereabouts between 1913
and 1925 is unknown.

Fewer than 25 examples known.

1926

Luzern lI.M] 29June 1926
to Aixle-Bain:

Double welgh! Inumanonal
printed matter.

French 10 centimes
poste restante fee.




1927-1928

Geneve Rue Du Stand [ 6.06] 4 November 1927 to Ztrich.

F;: /%;4/11,14 M&dﬂv

New York, USA, 13 September 1928 to Neuchatel,
forwarded from Neuchatel [9.03] 22 September to Lausanne.
International letter.




I BARON de TISCHER
GEEVALEER D'RONEUR BT D3 DEVOTION D2 1 GRORE
SOUVERAIN 2B NALTR

(susee) E

This Ber razor
canceler was
never updated.

Rome, taly, 17 March 1928 to Ber.

119 March 1928-ar deliver

Geneve [6.03]
29July 1928

to Edinburgh, Scotland.
Interational printed matter.

International express letter.

I

%zw/g




1929-1930

Neuchatel 5 A
Postage due uprating local i c

arouge.

Chur[5.08]

2 August 1930
toNantes, France.
International post card.

Fewer than thirty

examples are known
I » between April 1930

I antes (L. I, | % || andAugusti9za.

X Lot oninrein
i W

This canceler, after being re-engraved in 1917 and having the hour wheels
updated in 1919, was again re-engraved in 1930 to include ‘Briefversand (letter
despatch) in the lower section of the device.




Philatelic covers aboard the first winter crossings of Julierpass by bus. 1935
hur on'

the éth ip, Chur/St. M

Spedition mit der Winteralpenpost.

]
| Herrn
|

de
S i ‘ Johennes Westermann
iz
= %“6\, . Chelat Waldneim
et
o &
RN Erlenbach = Zh
Wt
o

CALENDRIER GES ALPES SUISSES
Peiye s soslo

Monsieur Ry VOEGZLE

2 rue Pré Naville

St Moritz 4 February 1935 to Geneve, via Chur [5.04] 6 February 1935-19. Domestic post card.
“This date s the last known use of the Chur razor canceler as it appears here. Recent investigation
indicates the canceler dified, losingits i ook, date.




1937-1938

Ueberlingen, Germany 6 December 1937 to Luzern [8.04] 7 December 1937.
International letter.

Last known use as a receiving date stamp. Previous earliest 30 September 1926.

Luzern [8.05] 27 May 1938 to Berlin, Germany.
International letter.




1938

Monsieur G.Tremel, Sous-Directeur.
AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY Inc.
HOTEL SCHWANEN & RIGI Ll onite
HOTEL DU CYGNE & RIGI <
Wit DA e

28 May 1938 to Paris, Fi

‘The last surviving recognizable razor cancelers were
Neuchatel [9.03] 3 July 1939 and Luzern [8.05] 27 March 1940.

Recent study has compared two cancelers from Neuchatel and Chur with the
Gller proof books. It has been determined these cancelers must be modified
razor cancelers since they cannot be found in the proof books. This Is anew area of
study and only a handful of examples have been found. They do not have the
characteristic "razor” look.

Gller used De Coppet's patents to manufacture cancelers for Swiss Post until
1964 whena

In conclusion, deCoppet's idea to have a f t attached to a rotating date

wheel head was perfected between 1898 and 1903. This mechanical design

Luzern [8.05] continued in use for 61 years only to be replaced because the post office wished
1938 odes inall lers. Guller and Cie, the
Lastknown small family business and unable to make the estimated 13000 de devices required
in

outgoing use.
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